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a great many important questions
asked about Roberts’ judicial philos-
ophy, his views on individual rights
and freedoms. But I hope that at least
one Senator will ask whether Roberts,
a prodigy of and potential successor to
Rehnquist, will aspire to succeed not
only his mentor’s conservative revolu-
tion but his all too solitary work to re-
pair the damage to the historic and
vital comity between the Congress and
the courts.

————
ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. HUNTER. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to take my Special
Order at this time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

——————

RELIEF EFFORTS FOR VICTIMS OF
HURRICANE KATRINA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HUNTER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HUNTER. Madam Speaker, 1
want to talk a little bit about the won-
derful people of Rescue Task Force who
are headquartered in San Diego, who
have been operating in the disaster
area in New Orleans, and use that dis-
cussion about them to reflect on all the
great private efforts and public efforts
to help the victims who have been cre-
ated by this incredible disaster in New
Orleans.

Rescue Task Force is a small group.
It is headed up by Wendell Cutting,
who is my chief of staff in San Diego
and a guy who a couple of years ago
was given only 3 months to live with
terminal cancer and who has continued
to survive and I think survive as an in-
spiration based on his continued drive
and enthusiasm for helping people.

Wendell and Gary Becks have gone
around the world in setting up medical
clinics, providing food, providing med-
ical services in Afghanistan and Iraq,
in Albania, in Central America, and
now are providing a helping hand in
New Orleans.

A couple of days ago, they allowed
me to go along on one of their mis-
sions. We went to Houma, Louisiana. I
had with me Scott Turner, who is retir-
ing this year after 10 years in the NFL,
a wonderful cornerback who played for
the Redskins and the Chargers and the
Broncos. And along with Scott was
Larry Nelson, the mayor of Yuma, Ari-
zona; and Roy Tyler, who is a business-
man from San Diego who now has Ty-
ler’s restaurants in Yuma, Arizona.
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We brought along some help, but we
also stopped in Houston.

When we landed in Houston, we had a
lot of supplies there ready, and we
trucked them into the affected area in
Houma. We went to the civic center in
Houma with the rescue task force per-
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sonnel, and one of the things that they
needed was beds because you have lit-
erally tens of thousands of people who
are living in gymnasium settings; that
is, where they go into a civic center or
a gymnasium and they may have a
blanket or two, but they do not have a
bed, a mattress, between them and the
ground.

So we had a need there, and rescue
task force personnel managed to run
down, working with some of the big
stores, 1,000 beds for the folks there,
and we got those paid for. I got a call
yesterday that they, in fact, had been
delivered.

Then we delivered lots of baby food
and canned food to the various loca-
tions.

But I was really impressed when I
was at the civic center there, this ref-
ugee center, or evacuee center. I was
impressed with the people of Liouisiana,
because they had so many volunteers,
they actually were having to turn
them away, and they had mountains of
clothes that had been donated to the
point where they said, do not bring any
more clothes.

They had a great medical system set
up where people from the disaster were
getting, in most cases, more checkups
than they had had in years with the
doctors and nurses available, and they
were getting good, hot meals.

We went in the next day by air boat,
into the streets and the communities
that were under water in New Orleans,
and I want to report that our military
personnel, the National Guard folks,
the active duty folks, and also lots of
other folks from other agencies like
ATF and reserve sheriffs’ organizations
are doing a wonderful job now in pro-
viding that very necessary security.

Now, I think it is a shame that we
have to spend so much manpower on
security and have active duty military
forces come in that have to provide
that security, but that is a fact of life,
and they are doing a great job.

Madam Speaker, along those lines, 1
think that the real tragedy of this hur-
ricane, aside from those individuals
who lost their lives, is not the water
and it is not the hurricane itself or the
damage, the property damage, because
all of that can and will be rebuilt. The
real tragedy to me was that group of
people, part of that generation of folks
who live in New Orleans, which in-
cluded people who shot at the rescue
helicopters, who looted, and who com-
mitted crimes against their fellow citi-
zens during this time of tragedy, dur-
ing and shortly after the hurricane.

I think we need to put together a
program or legislation to make sure
that we do not reinstitute the projects,
the location where people have lived
for generations in a system that has
not produced a high degree of moral
compass and a high work ethic, and all
of the other things you need to have
for a solid community.

So let us work to rebuild not just
New Orleans, but let us build a new
generation of young people in New Or-
leans who will be outstanding citizens.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Miss
MCMORRIS). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Oregon
(Mr. DEFAZIO) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. NORWOOD) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. NORWOOD addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

ADVOCATING FOR SUPPORTING
THE VICTIMS OF HURRICANE
KATRINA IN A FISCALLY RE-
SPONSIBLE WAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. KING) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. KING of Iowa. Madam Speaker, I
feel compelled to come to the Floor
here and make some remarks with re-
gard to Hurricane Katrina, what we
have done here from Congress, and
what we need to do in the future.

First, I want to say that as I look
across the broad expanse of that dis-
aster, the 90,000 square miles, roughly
the size of Kansas, and I listen to the
description that was delivered by Sec-
retary of Homeland Security Michael
Chertoff, that if you were going to do a
military assault on a city, that storm
did what a military assault would do.
It went in on the wind and blew out the
electricity and the communications,
took the communications systems out,
the power grid out, and then it cut off
the transportation avenues in and out
of the cities by taking out the bridges.

Then, once it had isolated the city,
then it attacked, and that was the
flood that went in and did such dev-
astating damage, damage that we have
not quantified to date and will not
quantify for at least some months to
come, if not years to come.

The work that was done down there,
I know that the National Guard as
early as a week ago Wednesday took
chain saws and sawed their way into
some of the communities. We have
70,000 military on the ground down
there providing all of the assistance
that they can. There were volunteers
that came from everywhere, as the
chairman of the Committee on Armed
Services has said, so it is a huge human
effort on the part of our people in this
country. The donations have been flow-
ing in. We have all reached out.

Now, having said that, Madam
Speaker, I want to also qualify this
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